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THE FINANCIAL SITUATION 


#2 EVER before have our Baptist missionary societies reported 

debts so large as this year. At the close of the year March 

31, the debt of the Missionary Union stood at $292,721.32, 

and the debt of the Home Mission Society at $181,761.59, 

making a total of $475,482,91. If this were all that could 

be said, the situation of our Baptist missionary interests 

might well be considered as sad and disheartening in the 

extreme. But there are two things which change the situation 

from one of gloom to one of comparative cheer. In the first place the large debts 

The Large have been anticipated, and, in the second place, there is every hopeful 

Debts indication that they will be wholly provided for by July 1. The following 

letter sent out several weeks ago from the New England Committee of Baptist 

Laymen, on the debts, will show how wise forethought has planned to care for 
the missionary interests in this great crisis. 

The debt of the American Baptist Missionary Union is expected to be $306,000, and 
that of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, $180,000— total, $486,000 —by 
Letter of N.E, April 1,1897. Mr. Rockefeller will give $250,000 of this, if the denomination 
Committee —'will pay the $236,000. It can be raised if all will do what they can. How 
much will you help? The Committee request your prompt response. Send money or 
pledges to E. P. Coleman, Treasurer, Box 41, Boston. Be sure and say “ for the debts.” 

Very sincerely yours, 

ROBERT O. FULLER, CHESTER W. KINGSLEY, JAMES L. HOWARD, SAMUEL B. THING, 

JuLius J. Estey, IrvinG O. WHITING, EUGENE N. Foss, Committee of New England. 


How closely the situation has been forecast will be seen by comparing the esti- 
mated debts in the letter with the actual debts of the societies as named above. 

The Treasurer of the American Baptist Missionary Union reports the follow- 
ing receipts: Donations, $258,298.95; legacies, $45,740.59; woman’s societies, 
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$108,906.79; from all other sources, $39,015.56; total, $451,961.89. Appropria- 
tions, $580,855.58; deficit of this year, $128,893.69 ; debt of last year, $163,827.63 ; 
total debt, $292,721.32. It should be said that the amount of the debt would have 
been greatly reduced if the usual efforts to make the deficit of the year as small as 
Reason for POSSible had not been overshadowed by the larger scheme for clearing off 
the Large the entire debt by July 1. Many churches, which are devising liberal 
ome things for the debt-raising movement, have deferred sending in their 
contributions until after the close of the year, in the expectation of making them yet 
more generous. For example, the Clarendon Street Church, Boston, after devoting 
a whole Sunday morning service to thought and prayer on the subject, plans to raise 
about $10,000 for the combined debts, but only the usual contribution was paid in 
toward the current expenses of the Missionary Union. Mr. Rockefeller’s donation 
of $30,000 already paid in is also credited to the combined debt account. 

The strength and power of the Baptist churches of the North should now be put 
into the effort to pay off completely the debts of the Missionary Union and the 
Home Mission Society, amounting to $475,482.91. Mr. Rockefeller will pay more 
than one-half of this, and the interest, courage and wisdom which has already been 
Let the Debts Shown give promise that the balance will be raised. Yet this will not 
be Paid be done without a cheerful, hearty and generous effort all along the 
line. Let the pastors enter into this work. Let business men of energy and success 
associate themselves with the notable laymen in different parts of the country, who 
are doing so much to forward this movement. Let consecrated Christian women, 
of whom there are a host, lend their aid, and, in the words of Mr. Rockefeller, “ We 
will do it, and God will bless us in doing it.” 

Sunday, April 25, has been designated by the New England Committee as a 
general Rally Day, when the Baptist churches of New England are asked to make a 
special offering for the missionary debts. $100,000 is the portion assigned to New 
England, and other sums are asked of other portions of the country. It is most 
encouraging to find that everywhere there is great willingness to undertake the 
portions assigned, and much confidence that the efforts will be successful. If the 
portions are made up the whole sum will be raised. 

We would suggest that the general interests of the missionary work make it 
desirable that this debt-raising movement be brought to a triumphant close as early 
as possible. Every month now devoted to this is, in a sense, a mortgage on the 
Pay Them future. After the debts are paid there will be the current expenses of the 
at Once missions for the coming year to be provided for. Let us, therefore, act at 
once: dispose of the debts, and face the future with cheerful courage, hope and 
trust in the Lord God Almighty, for the work is His and He will carry it through to 
the victorious end. 


LUBS FOR THE MAGAZINE continue to come in on the flood tide. ‘The Fourth 
Avenue Church, Pittsburg, Pa., with which the anniversaries are to be held, 
still holds the lead with the largest club—86 subscribers. ‘The smallest club having 
the magazine at fifty cents a year, on the basis of subscribers equal to ten per cent. 
of the members, is the little Baptist Church of nine at Table Rock, Colorado, with 
one subscriber. ‘Table Rock is welcome. ‘This is just what we like. Let other 
small chuches go and do likewise. Among other clubs we notice the First Church, 
Boston, 60 (and more coming); Ninth Street Church, Cincinnati, 35; Calvary, New 
Haven, 31; Jefferson, Ia., 20; Winchendon, Mass., 18; Osage, la., 17; North 
Church, Brocton, Mass., 15; Bowling Green, O., 13; Third, Dayton, O., 13; Nor- 
wood, O., 12; Second, Dedham, Mass., 13; Lake City, Minn., 11; First Spring- 
field, O., 11; ‘Tiverton, R. L., 10; Sharon, Mass., 8; Bellingham, Mass., 7; West 
Haven, Vt., 7; Littleton, Mass., 7; a church, Washington, D. C., 6; Still River, 
Mass., 5; Bishop, Cal., 3. We thank each and all who have put so much loving 
work for Christ into this method of letting his ways of working in all the earth be 
known. Are there not some who read this who can bring others into the growing 
circle of readers of ‘THE MissIONARY MAGAZINE? 


ACK NUMBERS OF THE MAGAZINE WANTED.— A large number of friends have 
very generously responded to the call to supply back numbers of the Baptist 
MIssIONARY MAGAZINE, to replace those destroyed in the burning of ‘Tremont 
Temple four years ago. While in the rooms on Beacon Street there was not space 
to sort and properly arrange the very large number which was sent in, but with 
the return of the Missionary Union to its new quarters in ‘Tremont Temple, the 
work of arranging these files has been at last completed. We take this occasion to 
express our very hearty thanks and sincere gratitude to the numerous friends who 
have so cordially responded and sent numbers to complete the files. By the help 
of their generosity we find that the Tr MisstoNARY MAGAZINE has complete files in 
. sufficient numbers to supply all probable demands back to 1847. A considerable 
number of friends have offered to supply back numbers of the magazine, if needed, 
upon whom we have not called. Will these friends accept our thanks for their kind 
offers? And we would say that if any have numbers of the magazine previous to, and 
including the year 1846, we shall be very glad to have them send any they may be 
able to spare. Numbers previous to 1836 are especially desired. While the Union 
has complete sets of the magazine for its own use, these earlier numbers are becom- 
ing increasingly rare and valuable, and any which may be sent will be carefully 
preserved for supplying or completing sets of the magazine in future years. Address 
Baptist Missionary Magazine, ‘Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 


fUR FRONTISPIECE is of special interest this month. It is a photograph of the 
| Baptist missionaries to the ‘Telugus who met in the conference at Secun- 
derabad last December. An account of the meeting is given in this number 
of the Macazine. The photograph from which the cut is made was 
supplied by Dr. McLaurin of Bangalore, who also sent a list of the names 
of those who appear in the picture. ‘These we have inserted in the margin 
to the best of our ability, and trust our readers will be able to find the faces of those 
whose names are so familiar as our representatives in the great Baptist Telugu 
Mission. Several of the missionaries who were not present at the conference will 
be missed from the group. Study this picture. Become acquainted with the faces, 
and pray for the devoted servants of God in their Christlike work for the salvation 
of the heathen. 


HE INCREASE OF SUBSCRIBERS to the MacGazine has been so rapid as to out-run 
all expectations and calculations. Although a large number of the April 
MAGAZINE were printed, the supply was exhausted early in the month, and we have 
been compelled to begin subscriptions with the May number. We shall try. to keep 
ahead of orders after this. ‘The zeal and enthusiasm shown in securing new sub- 
scriptions for the MaGaziNE are very gratifying, and we take this opportunity to 
express our appreciation of the numerous commendations of the magazine in its 
new and improved form which have been received. Will our friends accept this as 
a personal reply to their kind words of praise? We propose to spare no effort 
to make THE MisstonaryY MAGAZINE worthy of the great mages body and the 
noble missionary work it represents. 


HE NEXT BAPTIST ANNIVERSARIES will be unique in several respects. They 
have not been held in Pittsburg since 1852, when the year’s income of the 
Missionary Union was only $122,111.94. ‘These forty-five years have witnessed 
vast changes in Pittsburg, in Pittsburg Baptists and in the Baptist Missionary 
Societies. ‘Then the Baptists in Pittsburg had no house of worship large enough 
to accommodate the anniversaries. Now the Fourth Avenue Church is ample for 
all purposes, and there are twenty-two Baptist churches with six missions. Pittsburg . 
itself has become a place of national importance as the centre of the great iron 
industry. ‘The report of the first year’s work of the Commission on Systematic 
Beneficence, and the movement to clear off the debts of the Missionary Union and 
Home Mission Society, in addition to the usual features of interest, make the 
coming anniversaries specially attractive and important. Pittsburg is easily acces- 
sible from all points, and the gathering of Baptists will be of unusual interest and 
importance. All communications regarding entertainment, etc., should be addressed 
to the chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, Mr. W. A. Connor, Sixteenth 
and Pike Streets, Pittsburg, Pa. 
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Editorial 


HE FAMINE IN INDIA, while confined to the Central and Northern portions of the 

peninsula, is more extensive and more dreadful than the famine of 1876-77, 
which affected chiefly the Madras Presidency, including the field of our Baptist 
Telugu Mission. ‘This terri- 
tory is now largely exempt 
from the horrors of famine, 
but all Central and Northern 
India is suffering from un- 
paralleled scarcity of food. 
37,000,000 people, in a re- 
gion nearly destitute of food, 
must be supported for six 
or eight months almost en- 
tirely by outside aid, and 
44,000,000 more will require 
more or less aid to carry 
them through until another 
harvest can be gathered. 
The sufferings of the people 
are dreadful beyond power 
of description, and thous- 
ands are dying of sheer star- 
vation every week. ‘The 
plague still continues also, 
but its terrible ravages are 
eclipsed by the more fright- 
ful horrors of the famine. 
The government is moving for the relief of the people, but such is the corruption 
among the minor native officials that these funds are seriously depleted before 
reaching the sufferers. ‘he most efficient aid is through the missionaries, who are 
fully organized for active and most useful service in this great emergency. 


DRAWING WATER IN INDIA 


HE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY UNION will hold its fourteenth annual meeting 
at Clifton Springs, N. Y., June g~15, 1897. 

All persons, either men or women, who are, or have been, foreign missionaries, 
in¥any field, of any evangelical denomination, constitute the only membership of the 
Union, and are entertained without cost during the week. Provision cannot be 
made for the children of missionaries. Missionary candidates, under actual 
appointment, will, as far as practicable, be hospitably entertained. Board at private 
houses, at low rates, can be secured by other persons attending. 


Further information can be obtained by addressing Mrs. C. C. Thayer, Clifton 
Springs, N. Y. 
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HE VISIT TO INDIA OF REY. J. H. BARROWS, D. D., OF CHICAGO, has, we are 
glad to say, justified the highest hopes of his friends and agreeably disappoint- 
ing the fears of many. Dr. Barrows’ connection with the Parliament of Religions, 
the effect of which was, without question, highly injurious to missionary work, led 
the great body of missionaries in India to view his proposed visit and lectures with 
much doubt. ‘They feared that the exaltation of Hinduism, which was the effect of 
its representation at the Parliament of Religions, would be still further promoted. 
In this their fears have proved entirely groundless. Dr. Barrows’ lectures have 
been clear and unmistakable utterances for the supremacy of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. He has not only spoken with unmistakable distinctness as to the chief 
doctrines of evangelical Christianity, but has gone so far as to warn those who drew 
unfounded inferences from the Parliament of Religions that their conclusions were 
entirely erroneous; that there neither is nor can be any degree of comparison 
between Hinduism and Christianity, since they occupy entirely different spheres. 
The attendance upon Dr. Barrows’ eight lectures in the principal cities of India has 
been large and composed of the most intelligent representatives of Hinduism, as well 
as of Christianity, and the effect will undoubtedly be marked and beneficial. The 
lectures will go far to undo, in India at least, the unfavorable effects of the Parlia- 
ment of Religions, and it is to be hoped will have a profound and lasting effect in 
the promotion of the highest interests of Christianity in India. 


CURIOUS EFFECT OF INTERNATIONAL COMPLICATIONS is found in both France 
and Spain. ‘The conquest of Madagascar by France has awakened the zeal 
of the Roman Catholics of France to lead the people of that island to the Catholic 
faith. As is well known, the Protestant missions in Madagascar have been very: 
successful in the past. It now appears that they are entering on a season of deep 
trial from the insidious opposition and persecution of the Jesuit priests. This 
situation of affairs affects the people in France, and the condition is further compli- 
cated by the difficulties between the French and English governments in regard to 
Egypt and Turkey. While the cause of Protestantism is making an advancement 
in various districts of France, the Roman Catholic opposition is waxing more 
furious. Both Jews and Protestants are accused of a lack of patriotism, and of 
being the paid agents of the British government. In Spain, the difficulties between 
the United States and Spain in regard to Cuban affairs have resulted in deepening 
the hatred of the Roman Catholics against Protestants, and so have largely increased 
the difficulties of Protestant missionary work in Spain. ‘The serious effect which 
these international difficulties have had upon the missionary work in France and 
Spain illustrates the fact that the world is all one and that events in any part of it 
may have a most unexpected and important effect upon the interests of the cause of 
Christ in distant regions. We can no longer regard the nations of the earth as 
independent of each other in any very serious sense. All are mutually inter- 
dependent in manifold and important ways. 
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HE GREAT ADVANCE OF BURMA in commercial and political importance is indi- 
cated by the fact that, from May 1, 1897, it is to hold the same rank in the 
Indian Empire as the Province of Bengal, having a Lieutenant Governor and Legis- 
lative Council. This will add immensely to the consideration which Burma will 
have in the councils‘of the nations, and will have a very important effect upon our 
Baptist missionary work in that country. No doubt a university for the province 
will soon be established, and other institutions suitable to the character of a separate 
and independent Province of India. ‘This will have a large influence upon the 
development of the people of Burma, of all classes, and,-by this step in advance, 
the importance of our missionary work in Burma is enhanced in an inestimable 
degree. We should remember that hitherto Burma has been Baptist missionary 
ground. ‘The most strenuous efforts and the wisest councils will be needed in the 
future development of our missions that they may keep pace with the growth of the 
Province and with the development of the people; and that the pre-eminence which 
has been gained in the glorious history of Baptist missions in Burma may still be 
maintained in all righteousness and godliness and spiritual power. 


MANDALAY 


669N THE TIGER JUNGLE,” by Rev. Jacob Chamberlain, M.D., D. D., is one of the 
most entertaining missionary books we have read for some time. Dr. Cham- 
berlain is widely known as a missionary of the Reformed Church, formerly a member 
of the Arcot Mission, but more recently laboring among the Telugus. He is a 
missionary of force and enterprise and success, and his descriptions are vivid and 
lifelike. His adventures have brought him into contact with every variety of life 
among the ‘Telugus, and his book will be of special interest to American Baptists 
because it describes life among the same people for whom our own great American 
Baptist Telugu Mission is carried on. Dr. Chamberlain’s book is specially suitable 
for Sunday-school libraries, and we cordially recommend it. It is published by the 
Fleming H. Revell Company of New York, Chicago and Toronto, at $1.00. 
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HE EMANCIPATION OF WOMAN follows in the wake of Christian Missions all 
around the world. Last month we referred to the awakened interest in the 
education of woman in Japan. Now, from Africa, “the dark continent” of a few 
years ago, comes the news that, under the influence of the Gospel, a tribe in West 
Africa has voluntarily freed their women from the chains which, by the customs of 
centuries, made her a chattel and a slave. Formerly, wives were bought, and, even 
if their husbands died, they were compelled to be married to some one in the same 
family, as a council of relatives should decide. ‘The tribal parliament, while retain- 
ing a dowry, has greatly reduced the amount. Girls are to be left free from 
betrothal until they are old enough to decide for themselves, and widows are to be 
allowed to marry whom they choose. ‘There at least, the African woman is not 
longer the slave of man. 


SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL CHANGE ON THE CONGO is an evidence of the happy 

influence which Christianity always exercises in secular affairs in heathen 
lands. Zhe men begin to help the women in field work. ‘The old idea of the 
degradation of woman is passing away. She begins to go to school. She rises in 
the scale of intelligence, and therefore, of influence. She ceases to be a mere slave 
fit only for drudgery, and becomes a companion of man in social life, and he ceases 
to be ashamed to be her companion in labor. As a result, the amount of land 
under cultivation has increased. Larger prosperity comes to the people. They 
build larger and better and more permanent homes. ‘They want better clothing and 
more of it. Spinning, weaving and other domestic industries are introduced, and, 
along with the spiritual advancement of the people, the improved conditions of life 
gradually displace the old crudeness and cruelties, and more and more approximate 
to the peace and happiness of a Christian civilization. , 


ISSION TO DWARF TRIBES OF AFRICA.— Miss Margaret MacLean of Glasgow 
has given to the Presbyterian Board of New York £1,500 to open a mission 
among the dwarfs, in connection with the West African mission, and will pay £500 
a year toward its support. These dwarf tribes of Africa are among the most singular 
and interesting features of that strange continent. They were met by Henry M. 
Stanley in several of his journeys into the interior and have more recently been 
encountered by the Presbyterian missionaries in the interior from Gabun. ‘This is, 
apparently, their nearest approach to the sea coast, but they are supposed to be 
widely scattered throughout the dense forests of the Upper Congo Valley. These 
dwarfs average about four feet in height, and are well proportioned and athletic. 
They appear to have no territory exclusively to themselves, but are distributed 
among other peoples, obtaining their living chiefly from hunting, the products of the 
chase and the forests, which they sell to the people about them. In disposition 
they are exceeding timid and retiring, although fighting fiercely when attacked, and 
it has been difficult to obtain accurate information of their numbers, manner of life 
or religious condition. 
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STRANGE CONTRADICTION.—It is a singuiar experience to find so many who 
pronounce missionary meetings dull and uninteresting, when letters from so 
many are received at the Mission Rooms, saying that the missionary concerts are 
among the most interesting meetings they have. There is a strange contradiction 
here. What is it that makes the difference between the missionary concert in some 
places and the same kind of a meeting in other places? We believe it is simply in 
the amount of work which is put into it, and the way in which it is conducted. 
There is a larger amount of interesting matter for a missionary concert than for any 
other sort of a meeting. If one is interested himself, it is easier for a leader to get 
up a missionary concert than almost any other kind of a meeting. The missionary 
concert will not conduct itself any more than crops on a farm will grow without 
* planting and cultivating. We think we have known pastors who felt that they had 
discharged their whole duty when they had appointed a missionary concert. ‘They 
would not feel so in regard to any other meeting in their church. It is not difficult 
to tell why the missionary concert of such pastors is uninteresting. Put the same 
amount of energy, earnestness and enthusiasm into the preparation of your mis- 
sionary concert that you put into your preparation for other meetings, and we 
venture to say that you will have the same experience as so many other pastors 
have had, that the missionary meetings are among the most interesting and largely 
attended in your church. 


AFRICAN WOMEN 


HE NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LIBRARY desires the following numbers of THe 

MIssIONARY MAGAZINE to complete a set: Massachusetts Missionary Maga- 

zine, Vol. 2, No. 10, and Vol. 3, No. 1; Baptist Missionary Magazine, Vol. 12, 

Vol. 16, Nos. 1 to 4 and 7 to 12; Vol. 25, No. 9; Vol. 26, No. 8; Vol. 29, Nos. 1 

to 3; Vol. 35, No. 2; Vol. 63, No. 2; Vol. 72; Nos. 2 and g; Vol. 76, No. 6. 
Any one having these numbers to spare will confer a favor by mailing them to 
Mr. Arruur O. Cuase, Librarian, State Library, Concord, N. 7. 


THE TELUGU PENTECOST 


HE great revival of 1878, in the American Baptist Mission to the Telugus of 

India, was one of the most remarkable and most gracious outpourings of the 
Holy Spirit ever given to any mission field. Succeeding to the long years of labor 
and trial which characterized the early history of the mission, and coming just after 
the great famine of 1876-1878, in which thousands of the Telugus perished and 
millions were reduced to the last extremities of want and distress, the Revival came 
like a burst of clear and brilliant sunlight after a dark night of cloud and storm. 
Nine thousand one hundred and forty-seven were baptized from June 15 to Sep- 
tember 17, 1878, upon credible profession of their faith in Jesus Christ, and after 
being under the observation of native pastors for months. July 3, 1878, was the 
great day of these days of blessing, for that day witnessed the baptism of 2,222. 

This day is one of the most important in the history of the Christian church. 
It has its only parallel in the day of Pentecost, when three thousand souls were 
added to the church in Jerusalem. When in America, Dr. Clough gave a descrip- 
tion of this remarkable event in conversation with the editor. 

After the famine of 1877-78 was nearly over, during which he had baptized 
none for fear the poor people would ask for baptism from improper motives, Dr. 
Clough sent word to all his native preachers to bring their candidates for baptism to 
a point on the Gundalacuma River, north of Ongole. When he reached there he 
found 6,000 persons were gathered. He immediately stationed each one of his 
forty native preachers under a tree, and told them to gather their converts about 
them and proceed to examine them for baptism, making a list of those who were 
thought suitable to be received. Dr. Clough himself went from place to place, 
superintending the whole examination. After all were examined, it was found that 
2,222 had been received and their names placed upon the list. 

At that point the government road crosses the river by a ford. The banks of 
the river are high, and an inclined way for the road had been made, beginning 
quite a distance back from the bank, and descending gradually to the bed of the 
river. At this particular time the water in the river was high, and while the current 
rushed by outside, there was a calm eddy of water which flowed up over the road to 
a considerable distance, making a natural baptistery. ‘Iwo clerks were stationed, 
one on each side of the bank above the road, with the list of the accepted candi- 
dates. 

Then two native preachers descended into the water to a sufficient depth, a 
name was called out by each clerk, and the person whose name was called went 
down into the water to the preachers. ‘The formula of baptism was repeated in 
each case, and the two were baptized. ‘Then they returned from the water and two 
others were called and baptized in the same manner. So the administration of the 
ordinance went on, from an early hour in the morning of July 3, 1878, until about 
nine or ten o’clock. When the two preachers became tired, two others were sent 
in their places. ‘The administration of baptism was suspended during the heated 
hours in the middle of the day. About three or four o’clock it was resumed in the 
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same manner, and continued until the 2,222 were baptized, concluding about seven 
in the evening. ‘The whole time occupied in the baptism was about nine hours, and 
only two native preachers officiated at a time. There were six in all, relieving each 
other, as those who were acting became weary. Dr. Clough baptized none himself. 
So this great event was concluded, the largest number baptized on profession of 
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their faith in Christ on one day since the day of Pentecost. All was done decently 
and in order, and the manner in which this large number was baptized proves that 
not only could three thousand, but even twice three thousand be baptized in a day 


with perfect order and propriety, if the Lord should ever give such a blessing to 
His people. 
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM ONGOLE 


REV. JOHN FE, CLOUGH, D. D. 


ROM Ongole we report 
508 baptized during 
1896, and at our quar- 
terly meeting we de- 

2\; cided to ask and work 

Ais for 1,000 or more con- 

verts before the end of 
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«1897. 

December 31 I started out on an evange- 
listic tour, and thus far we have baptized 
146, whom we believe are new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. Do not think that these have 
been won for Jesus without an effort. Far 
from it. We have to use all our powers ; for 
the devil contends for every inch of ground. 
But we have learned that we can do great 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
us. 

Paragraphs in the home papers, indicating 
that a heavy, uzbearable debt on our dear 
old Missionary Union at the close of the 
present financial year is imminent, make me 
sad, and did I not know that Jesus sees the 
end of all our troubles, and that He is at 
the helm, I would be discouraged. Please 


tell the American Baptists for me that we 
here in “the mine ” are doing our very best 
every day. 1 have not been outside the 
bounds of the Ongole Mission since my 
return from visiting the Industrial and Art 
School at Nazareth, South India, fourteen 
months ago, and no Englishman or Hindu, 
not a cooley even, within 100 miles of On- 
gole, works harder or more persistently than 
Ido. And what is true of myself is true of 
most of your missionaries to the Telugus. 
The work we have in hand is God-given — 
to hem (the American Baptists) as well as 
to us. It must not be abandoned or allowed 
to drag; the one would be an everlasting 
disgrace, and the other, may God forbid! 
Dear brethren of the East, West and 
North, arise as one man and meet this 
crisis—provide not only for this current 
year, but pay off the debt of last year. 
And then may some one or more of you 
feel so happy and so blessed that you will 
want to give the Telugus a first-class techni- 
cal school. Why not? Such a school is @ 
much felt need; and it would hasten the day 
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of self-supporting churches, and would honor 
and please God. 

We here at Ongole fully believe in the 
efficacy of prayer, and we have good reasons 
for doing so. The first part of last Novem- 
ber, the outlook here at Ongole was simply 
fearful. We had had no crop-producing 
rain for over a year, and, unless rain came 
at- once, famine was inevitable. At this 
crisis we appointed meetings for prayer, 
and sent this word over the Ongole Mission 
field. Here at headquarters we met every 
evening and prayed for rain, and especially 
prayed for the lives of the Christians and 
their families of the Telugu Mission. Those 
prayers were heard, and in a few days rain 
came in abundance over the country where 
we most urgently asked for it. 

After the close of our meeting yesterday 
morning, I made some statements about the 
financial condition of our much loved Mis- 
sionary Union, and that the proposition had 
been made to make a special appeal in 
March to the Baptists of America, not only 
to pay off the great debt that had been 
allowed to accumulate, but also to contribute 
generously for the current expenses of the 
society at home and abroad, and also that 
we might soon have money to establish our 
Technical school. The church unanimously 
voted to ask me to preach on the subject at 
the morning service on Sunday, the 28th of 
this month, and to spend the afternoon and 
the evening in special prayer to God to bless 
appeals that are to be made, and also to give 
us our Technical school at once. O, we do 
need this Technical school so much! Why 
will not some good brother or sister, who 
has got the money, take up this Technical 
school and adopt it—adopt as a child— 
and provide for the necessary buildings and 
plant, and for the running expenses of it for 
ten or twenty years, until it is self-support- 
ing? Do ask our wealthy brethren not only 
to think of this Technical school project, 
but to take hold of it zmediately and make 
it a grand success. The field is ours, for 


outside of Madras, there is no technical 
school in the Telugu country. The need is 
great, and it is a crying one. May it please 
God to give some of His faithful stewards 
the privilege and great honor to establish 
this much needed institution, and thus honor 
God and bless the Telugu Christians and the 
whole Telugu country, with its 18,000,000. 
of people. 

During the month of January, I was on 
an evangelistic tour all the time except two 
or three days. God was with us in a 
remarkable manner, and 342 were baptized 
upon profession of faith in the Lord Jesus 
as their Savior. Most of these were adults, 
and some of them Malas of considerable 
reputation in the villages where they live. 
I start on another tour day after to-morrow, 
and expect to be gone until nearly the end 
of the month, then I come in to be present 
at the meeting for special prayer before 
mentioned. At that meeting very likely 
other meetings for prayer will be appointed, 
and hence you may expect that we here at 
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Ongole, and the mission connected with this 
station, will plead earnestly at least one day 
of each week during the month of March, 
for money for the Missionary Union, and 
for a noble man to do on a smaller scale for 
our technical school and other schools here 
at Ongole, what that noble man of God, 
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John D. Rockefeller, has done for Chicago 
University. 

I know by the papers from America that 
financial matters are very unsatisfactory, and 
that our grand Missionary Union is threat- 
ened with a heavier debt than ever before. 
I trust, however, that God will be better to 
us than all our fears, and that the debt of 
last year will be cleared off, and that money 
in abundance will be supplied for the current 
year’s work, ‘To this end, we here at Ongole 
commenced, last Monday evening, meetings 
for special prayer that God will hear your 
prayers, and the prayers of His people in 
America, and ours, and as He has saved us 
thus far from the fearful Bubonic plague 
and the horrid famine, now in some parts of 
India, so may He hear us again and give to 
our Society the money that is needed, that 
the work on the different mission fields may 
not be hindered, but carried on yet more 
vigorously, Our special meetings here will 
be three each week during this whole month. 

I came in on the 27th last from another 
evangelistic tour. I have been on evange- 
listic tours almost all the time since the first 
of last December. I go out on these tours, 
and may be gone from fifteen to twenty days, 
and then come home for four or five days, 
and then goagain. During these tours God 


has blessed us abundantly. His people in 


‘ae Governor-General reported that at 
the autumnal examination in Fuchau 
nine candidates over eighty years of age, and 
two over ninety, went through the prescribed 
tests and sent in essays of which the com- 
position was good and the handwriting firm 
and distinct. Aged candidates, he says, who 
have passed through an interval of sixty years 
from attaining their bachelor’s degree, and 
who have attended the three last examina- 
ti-ns for the higher, are, if unsuccessful the 
fourth time, entitled to an honorary degree. 
The Governor of Honan in lie manner re- 
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many villages have been greatly revived 
and encouraged, and the Gospel has been 
preached in more than too villages and to 
thousands of people. Of those who received 
the Word gladly, if they had been sufficiently 
instructed and gave evidence that they had 
been born again, over 600 were baptized. 
Of these 600, 507 were baptized since the 
first of January by myself and my Telugu 
assistants. Most of these 600 baptized are 
aduiis and only a few months ago were 
heathen, and I may here add that at least 
half of them are from the Mala caste, who, 
in this section, heretofore have not shown 
much of a mind to become Christians. 
These converted heathen, in some places, 
brought forth their idols, and it is safe to 
say that we destroyed at least a cart-load of 
crude images and emblems of some god or 
goddess. A few, perhaps two cooley loads, 
of the more seemly idols I brought to On- 
gole, and they are now on the veranda of 
my study. These 600 converted heathen 
are a goodly number, but only a few when 
compared with the eighteen millions of 
Telugus. But the same God who converted 
these 600 can and will bring out His elect 
from these millions with a mighty hand at 
no distant day. So let us not be weary in 


well doing. 


ported thirteen candidates over eighty years 
of age, and one over ninety, who all ‘+ went 
through the whole nine days’ ordeal, and 
wrote essays which were perfectly accurate 
in diction and showed no signs of failing 
years.” But even this astonishing record 
was surpassed in the province of Anhui, 
where thirty-five of the competitors were 
over eighty years of age, and eighteen over 
ninety! Could any other country afford a 
spectacle like thisPp— Rev. A. H. Smirn, 
D.D., in ** Chinese Characteristics.” 


HE annual conference 
of the American Baptist 
Telugu Mission was held in 
Secunderabad, Deccan, from 
Dec. 31, 1896, to Jan. 4, 1897. 

In every respect it may be 
said to have been a most de- 
lightful and profitable gath- 
ering. The Secunderabad 
and Deccan missionaries 
had made every possible ar- 
rangement for the comfort 
of those who came, and the 
Programme Committee pro- 
vided for excellent papers, 
addresses and discussions. 
The spiritual part of the 
meetings was by no means 
lacking. It was above the 
average of such gatherings, 
I believe. All of the devo- 
tional meetings were marked 
by fervor, and all of the ad- 
dresses revealed a desire on 
the part of the speakers to 
be true to the principles of 
Christ. “Not slothful in 
business; fervent in spirit: 
serving the Lord” might 
aptly characterize the spirit of the gather- 
ing. 

The first day was given up to the subject 
of organization —first, of the conference 
itself. This year the committee on re- 
organization reported a constitution and 
by-laws. The forenoon session was mainly 
spent in discussing, amending and adopting 
this important report. We now have a 
proper organization with laws for its govern- 
ance. Secondly, “Church Organization” was 
the theme for the afternoon session. Presi- 
dent Heinrichs discussed “The Definition 
of a Christian Church according to the 
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New Testament, and Its Application to Our 
Telugu Churches;” Bro. W. Powell spoke 
from experience on his own field of “ Practi- 
cal Church Organization.” The one brother 
told us how it ought to be done, the other 
one showed us how it is deny done. Both 
addresses were highly enjoyed. 

In the evening Dr. McLaurin delivered a 
clear and forceful address concerning “ The 
Supreme 47 in Missions.” The speaker 
showed the aim to be ¢he glory of God. 

The second day was devoted to the dis- 
cussion of sedf-support. \t was a red-letter 
day. The decks were cleared for action 
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during the forenoon bythe presentation of 
two papers. One, by our own Brother 
Manley, discussed “The Injurious Effects 
of Foreign Money on Native Workers;” the 
other, by a Methodist brother, C. B. Ward, 
described “Self-support in Yellandu.” 

At the close of the reading of these papers 
several members were eager for discussion, 
but the arrival of the breakfast hour pre- 
cluded prolonging the session. However, 
the questions they wanted to ask kept till 
the afternoon session. Dr. Downie clearly 
set forth “The Pre-requisites for Self-sup- 
port,” and Bro. Wheeler Boggess told from 
experience what are “ The Practical Steps to 
Self-support.” 

Now the way was clear and the action 
began. Every brother wanted his say, and 
most every brother got it. He who did not 
get it was prevented solely because the time 
was too short to permit further speaking. 
The subject was discussed in all its bear- 
ings; the brethren were earnest, and seeking 
for light; they differed widely at times and 
agreed strikingly at others. Everybody was 
good-natured at the beginning and kept so 
all the way through. The spirit of the 
whole was delightful, and every one wanted 
to see words put into action. Accordingly 
a committee was appointed to formulate 
the sentiments of the conference concerning 
the subject and at a subsequent meeting 
reported. Your scribe thinks self-support 
was placed several notches ahead on this 
day. 

In the evening Bro. W. A. Stanton deliv- 
ered a most excellent address, «“ The Supreme 
Need in Missions.” ‘This is the Holy Spirit 
—not power, love, zeal, but the Jerson. 

The third day, Saturday, was mainly 
devoted to business. Time for three ad- 
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dresses was found, however. Dr. McLaurin 
gave “A Few Glimpses of Northern India 
from a Missionary Stand-point.” Mrs. 
Downie read a paper on “ Telugu Music” in 
which she recounted some of the experiences 
arising in the work of setting Telugu hymns 
to music. Consider the difficulties connected 
with seven-eighths time. Try to beat it and 
you have an example. Mrs. McLaurin 
made a plea for more of the Bible in all our 
work. A social gathering and song service 
in the evening were highly enjoyed after the 
travels and labors of the week. You can 
judge of the cosmopolitan character of the 
Telugu mission when | tell you there were 
songs sung in seven different languages — 
English, Welsh, Scotch, Swedish, German, 
Russian and Telugu. 

? The fourth day, Sunday, was given to rest 
and worship. In the forenoon a devotional 
meeting in English and a Telugu sermon. 


In the afternoon a Telugu prayer-meeting 
and a Scripture exposition in English. In 
the evening a sermon in English from 
Rom. 1: 16, and an after-meeting in which 
several from the mixed congregation sought 
Christ—two soldiers, a merchant and a 
Hindu among the number. It was a day of 
rich things and great blessing. The fifth 
day was devoted wholly to business. Re- 
ports of committees, new business, arrange- 
ments for a Telugu convention to meet at 
Ramapatam in August, reading the minutes, 
etc., made a full day. 

In every way the conference was enjoy- 
able. Many pronounced it “the best we 
ever held,” and one of our oldest and most 
honored missionaries said, “It is the only 
conference I have attended in which I wanted 
to be present at every session.” It was 
excellent from first to last. 
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missionary enterprise, which has 

for its object the conversion of the 
whole world to Christ, is unquestionably 
the sublimest’ of all human enterprises. 
There is a “moral grandeur” about it, to 
use President Wayland’s phrase, that ap- 
peals to all noble souls. It is difficult to 
estimate the progress already made and 
to tabulate the splendid results already 
achieved, including the development of the 
missionary sentiment in Christian lands as 
an essential element in all true religion, the 
multiplication of missionary societies until 
now every living and thriving communion 
has its own organization, the heroic struggles 
of men and women and their endurance unto 
imprisonment and death, which make our 
missionary annals the most thrilling, fasci- 
nating and inspiring records of human his- 
tory, the gradual removal of obstacles and 
diminution of perils, the opening of the 
nations to the entrance of the Gospel before 
the onward march of Christians of every 
name until, with the single exception of 
Tibet, the whole world is accessible to 
the followers of Christ, and the ingathering 
of hundreds of thousands and even mil- 
lions within the fold of the world’s only 
Redeemer. 

There are now about 150 missionary 
societies prosecuting the work which William 
Carey began. They have a working force 
of more than 14,000 missionaries in foreign 
lands, who are assisted by nearly 52,000 
native helpers, ordained unordained. 
The number of native Christians is estimated 
at 1,250,000, and this is in addition to the 
many thousands who have died in the 
triumphs of the Christian faith, and the vast 
multitudes who have been brought in many 
lands under the elevating influences of 
Christianity, but have not thus far come 
into open connection with the churches. 
The Bible has been translated into all the 


principal languages and dialects of the 
world. Self-supporting churches have be- 
come the centres of moral light and spiritual 
power. Christian schools, not dissimilar 
from schools in Christian lands, and in 
many instances more positively Christian, 
are attracting in great numbers the rising 
generation, even the children of heathen 
parents, and are wielding a mighty influence. 
Colleges and theological seminaries have 
sprung into being. There are lands, like 
India, Burma and Japan, which, according 
to the testimony of their own writers, have 
become permeated with the life of Christ in 
their laws, customs and institutions. They 
have already entered upon a new civiliza- 
tion. The leaven of the Gospel is spreading 
through the whole life of great peoples. 
The question was recently asked of an 
intelligent Japanese, “Is Christianity mak- 
ing progress in your empire?” The reply 
was, “If you mean, Are the churches grow- 
ing? I must say, not very fast; but if you 
mean, Is the kingdom of God extending? 
the reply must be, It is extending in every 
direction and with great rapidity.” It may 
be said that the foundations of Christianity 
have now been laid in all heathen lands, and 
the superstructure will rise more rapidly into 
sight. The edge of the wedge is inserted, 
and it will be driven home by continued 
prayer and consecration, to the sundering 
of the solid mass of heathenism. The sacri- 
fice of life, the labors, the contributions of 
the past hundred years have planted the 
divine seed, which will spring up in an 
ever increasing harvest to the glory of God 
and the redemption of the nations. The 
soil in many places has been filled with the 
living word of God, and it is only waiting 
for the quickening rains of heaven. It is 
not too much to say that, when another 
century of such blessing and such rapid 
progress shall end, starting from such vantage 
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ground as we have now gained, heathenism 
in its organized systems will have disap- 
peared from the face of the earth. 

Our own denomination, having had the 
honor of founding in England the first 
Foreign Missionary Society in modern times, 
has. there and here, borne some honorable 
part in the prosecution of the work, and had 
some honorable share’ in its increase and 
marvellous prosperity. ‘The gleaning hand 
of a divine providence has been conspicuous 
in it all. Our missionaries and our mission 
fields have not been of our own seeking, but 
of God’s appointing. God has forced the 
one upon us, and thrust us into the other. 
Judson and Rice were ready-made mission- 
aries, thrown, in the providence of God, upon 
the denomination, so that there was nothing 
left to do but to assume their support and em- 
bark in the new enterprise. Burma, India, 
Germany, Sweden and Africa were opened 
to us by the hand of the Almighty, and we 
were guided and pushed into their territory 
as clearly as ever Europe was opened to the 
apostle Paul by means of the vision of the 
man from Macedonia. And the visible re- 
sults of our labors and expenditures bear 
blessed testimony to the reward which God 
is sure to give to patience and undiscouraged 
faith. There are men still living who saw 
the beginning of our foreign missionary 
operations in this country, whose eyes have 
watched the onward march of providential 
events, and now look out upon the golden 
opportunity of all the centuries in our mis- 
sion fields. 

The Baptists of the North are now con- 
tributing to foreign work from five to seven 
hundred thousand dollars annually. ‘The 
Baptists of the South raise about $175,000 
more. This is not in either case anything 
like what it ought to be, but it.shows that 
the Baptists of this country are giving more 
than one-twentieth of the amount annually 
expended by all Christians for the spread of 
the Gospel in heathen lands. We are sup- 
porting about 500 missionaries, more than 
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2,000 native pastors and helpers, have more 
than 1,700 mission churches, which have 
200,000 members, and report in excess of 
12,000 baptisms each year. We are sup- 
porting, wholly or in part, six theological 
seminaries in Europe and Asia, and three 
colleges, in which an intelligent native minis- 
try is being rapidly raised up for the supply 
of the churches and the further work of 
evangelization. It may be added that such 
has been the blessing of God upon our 
efforts that our missionary history is studied 
by all Christians, who find in it abundant 
occasion for devout gratitude and an irre- 
sistible incentive to enlarged effort. The 
names of our missionaries shine brightly 
among the heroes and martyrs of the modern 
church. God has given to us a missionary 
history of which no Baptist need be ashamed, 
They only need blush in shame who have 
had little or no part in making it. 

But what is the condition of our denomi- 
nation in this country? The sacrifices and 
offerings which have been made, instead of 
crippling and impoverishing us, have only 
brought down heaven's gracious benediction 
upon our home field. The increase at home, 
which has been so marked, not to say mar- 
vellous, has been by a divine law of com- 
pensation in God's spiritual kingdom, the 
result in no small degree of the effort and 
distribution abroad. If we had done noth- 
ing, we should have had nothing. If we 
had not sought to water others, we should 
not have been watered ourselves. The con- 
secration of our tithes has opened the very 
windows of heaven above us, and for our 
little gifts for others God has given us in 
return full measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over. Our denomina- 
tion in this country which, in 1812, the year 
in which Dr, Judson was baptized in Seram- 
pore, numbered less than 173,000 members, 
has grown in eighty-five years to the enor- 
mous dimensions of 4,000,000. We then 
had no theological seminary: we now have 
seven. We then had one public college, 


Brown University; we now have thirty-six 
colleges and universities, twenty-nine colleges 
and seminaries for the education of young 
women exclusively, sixty-four academies and 
thirty-three institutions for the education of 
Negroes and Indians; in all, one-hundred 
and sixty-nine institutions, attended by 
36,000 pupils, owning properties valued at 
$15,600,000, and possessing endowments of 
more than $18,600,000, while our church 
properties are estimated at between eighty 
and eighty-five million dollars. 

The number of baptisms in connection 
with our churches is about 200,000 a year, a 
number exceeding the whole denomination 
in America seventy-five years ago. There 
are eight States in the South which have 
upwards of 200,000 Baptists each, and two 
which have more than 300,000. In New 
York State, the largest in the North (though 
it will not long remain so, so rapid is the 
growth in the West) there are 145,000 mem- 
bers in our churches. Our people are paying 
for the support of worship and the Sunday- 
school more than $8,000,000 a year, and 
for missions, both home and foreign, educa- 
tion and other objects, about $3,500,000. 
Next to the Methodists we are the largest 
Protestant denomination in the country, and 
are receiving the largest annual increase. 

Certainly no one can say that we have 
been weakened or impoverished by our effort 
to send Christ’s Gospel to other nations. 
We have been enriched, and enlarged, and 
multiplied many fold. Our increase has 
vastly exceeded the increase of the popula- 
tion of our country. This growth and en- 
largement, this numerical and __ financial 
strength at home, has been coincident with 
the marvellous returns abroad for the invest- 
ment which we have made. No, a thousand 
times, no. We have not been wasteful or 
extravagant. We have not done too much. 


Would that we had done more for God and 
for our needy fellow-men, for the glory of 
our exalted Savior and for the uplifting of a 
Indeed, we must do 


degraded humanity! 
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more. Our benevolence is not keeping pace 
with the demands which God is making 
upon it by the very successes which he has 
given us, or with our astonishing denomina- 
tional growth. Opportunity and ability 
alike urge us forward. A great emergency 
is upon us, which calls for a fuller consecra- 
tion of heart and means and life to the 
progress of Christ’s kingdom. We need to 
have more intelligent and Christian views 
of Christ's claims upon every disciple, a 
fuller and more grateful appreciation of 
what Christ has done for us here in Chris- 
tian America, and a more responsive sympa- 
thy for those of-our race who are in such 
distressing need of the elevating, purifying 
and hope-inspiring Gospel which is in our 
hands. 

No man and no nation can be saved alone. 
The evidence of our salvation is the interest 
we feel in the salvation of others. To pos- 
sess the truth is to be under the most sacred 
obligation to spread the truth. We may 
question the reality of our personal hope in 
Christ, if we can contemplate unmoved 
the destitute and hopeless condition of our 
fellowmen. The most sublime, the most 
Christlike, the most successful work that is 
being done in this world to-day is the work 
of Christian missions. Men may be indiffer- 
ent to it, but their indifference is a serious 
reflection upon their wisdom and the sin- 
cerity of their professed love for God and 
man. Men may say thoughtlessly they 
don’t believe in it, but their unbelief is dis- 
loyalty to the commands of Jesus Christ, 
and treason against his rightful sovereignty 
of the world. Men may doubt the ultimate 
triumph of the work of Christian missions 
and the world-wide spread of the Gospel, 
but they do it in defiance of the distinct 
promise and the unlimited resources of the . 
Almighty. “ Of the increase of His govern- 
ment and peace there shall be no end 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.” 
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OING straight to a centre where a church 

was organized in December, we put up 
for over Sunday. The word was sent out to 
the surrounding villages, and I was de- 
lighted with the gathering. About three 
hundred persons from twelve villages met for 
worship. Instead of one long sermon we 
had four short ones, between which the chil- 
dren sung hymns; and we had one solo. 
At the close I gave picture cards to the little 
ones. The collection amounted to Rs. 3. 
13. 7., consisting of four kinds of grain, vege- 
tables, eggs (good and had), fowls, and ghee. 
Many friendly heathen sat on the outside 
of the Christian circle and listened through 
the entire service, and gave some toward 
the collection. After the service was over 
there was preaching in parts of the grove all 
afternoon. I believe we will have a self-sup- 
porting church here before the year is over. 
The collection is put toward the building 
fund for a church in this place. Monday 
noon seventeen were baptized. 

Delegates from north, south, and west 
came requesting me to go to their villages, as 
many people were believing and requésting 
baptism. After consultatation with the 
preachers and teachers present we turned 
our faces toward the setting sun, and didn’t 
I get a scorching that afternoon. 


WEDNESDAY 


At 5 P.M. forty-three were baptized, and 
from this camp several villages were visited. 
Here again delegates came from the north re- 
questing us to go to their village. But the call 
seemed ** Go south!” and so we started into 
the new untouched part of my field. Over 
a desperate road, between the mountains, we 
came to large grove of tamarind trees and 
pitched our camp. Six men with presents 
of eggs and fowls from a village some five 
miles south arrived during the day to request 


me to come to their village to preach. There 
are no Christians in their village, and seldom 
has a preacher visited them. They had 
gone to a number of villages looking for 
me. 1 could not refuse such a call, so after 
having meetings in two of the outcaste ham- 
lets of this village and a good night’s rest 
we went with them. The head man came 
and took me through the whole village, and 
then I went to the outeaste parts and had a 
splendid meeting. They all want to become 
Christians and want to be baptized. But 
we told them what trouble might come, as 
they must do the servile work at the wor- 
ship of the idols, killing the sacrifice, beat- 
ing the tom-toms, etc., and the caste people 
would be very angry if they refused to do it. 
They were told of repentance toward God 
and faith in Jesus. Next morning was spent 
in the same manner, and then! had to go to 
another village from which a request had 
come that I visit them. Here the Madi- 
gas in two hamlets said they wished to 
become Christians. Here also the whole 
matter was laid before them. In the after- 
noon we had quite an important meeting. 
The males from three different Madiga ham- 
lets came requesting baptism, saying they 
believed in God and in His Son. As all 
were new to us we decided to test them first 
by cutting off the tuft of hair which Hindus 
wear on the crown of the head, and so | 
went into the tonsorial art for the space of 
an hour. Some of them had come five miles 
to have their hair cut. We then went toa 
large Madiga hamlet where they declared 
themselves ready to become Christians, but 
when it came to cutting off the juttu (the 
tuft of hair) they seemed in doubt, so I 
refused at once to cut them. Then I went 
to the Mala hamlet, where in the light of the 
new moon, beside the temple of Ramas- 
wamy, we proclaimed the glorious Gospel. 
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Next morning I went and cut the juttus of 
the Madigas who faltered the night before. 
Two preachers were left with them for the 
day, and we went on in among the foot 
hills of the eastern Ghauts. Camping in 
a grove between two villages we met the 
males of both, and they expressing them- 
selves as much interested, requested us to 
come again and to send a preacher or 
teacher. The Malas were even more inter- 
ested. I hada meeting in the home of one 
of them. But there were other villages west 
just under the mountain, and so, though not 
invited, we went to them. My back ached 
with jolting over the stones and my head 
with the heat, but there was inspiration in 
climbing the hills and getting views of the 
villages lying in the valleys about. Now we 
came to a large village, in fact a town, and 
what a mob followed us! We had a night’s 
rest, and the town gathered near our tent in 
the morning, so we had our audience without 
going for it. Seated under the trees, we 
told of the one true and living God, and 
the Son of His love. Caste and outcaste 
listened to us until we were tired, and all the 
preachers had a chance to speak. Then the 
head man showed me his town. I visited in 
all fifty-four villages, thirty-nine of them 


CHINESE STABILITY.— The direct personal 
responsibility of the Emperor to heaven for 
the quality of his rule; the exaltation of the 
people as of more importance than the 
rulers; the doctrine that the virtuous and 
able should be the rulers, and that their rule 
must be based upon virtue; the comprehen- 
sive theory of the five relations of men to 
each other; the doctrine that no one should 
do to another what he would not have that 
other do to him — these points have stood 
out like mountain-peaks from the general 
level of Chinese thought, and have attracted 
the attention of all observers. We wish to 
place emphasis upon the moral excellencies 
of the Confucian system, for it is only by 


A Mission 


Tour 


being new, while the preachers went to a 
number more. With the exception of two 
Madiga hamlets, every hamlet and village 
gave us a good hearing, most of them ear- 
nestly requesting us to come again, and to 
send preachers and teachers. In all, three 
hundred in this new part declared themselves 
as ready to become Christians. We cut the 
juttus off one hundred and forty-one. Dur- 
ing the whole trip, one hundred and sixty- 
three were baptized from seven villages. Of 
these one hundred and one were from the 
heathen, the balance from Christian popula- 
tion. Ten idol houses were demolished, and 
the household gods were removed from some 
homes. 

This was a hard trip: the heat, the 
rough mountain roads, and no roads at all; 
small groves to camp in, and at times in the 
open fields, without a tree for shelter, and 
continual preaching. But it was indeed in- 


spiring the way the people received us. At 
first, in some places, afraid of us, they urged 
us to remain longer after knowing why we 


came. The little children in the new villages 
fled from me, and it was a joy to get back to 
where we had Christians, and to -have the 
little ones rush out to meet me. 


putting those excellencies in their true light 
that we can hope to arrive at any just com- 
prehension of the Chinese people. Those 
excellencies have made the Chinese preémi- 
nently amenable to moral forces. The em- 
ployment of the classical writings in the civil 
service examinations for successive ages has 
unified the minds of the people to a mar- 
vellous degree, and the powerful motives 
thus brought into play, leading every candi- 
date for a degree to hope for the stability of 
the government as a prerequisite to his own 
success, has doubtless been a principal factor 
in the perpetuation of the Chinese people to 
this present time. — /vom ‘+ Chinese Char- 
acteristics,” by Kev. A. H. Smith, DD. 


MISSION HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN, NELLORE, INDIA. 


Ros opening took place on the roth of 

February, 1897. It was an occasion 
of more than usual interest, because it is the 
first institution of the kind in our Telugu 
Mission. In front of the main building of 
the hospital a large tent was erected, in 
which the dedication services were held. 
After singing the hymn «All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name,” selections of Script- 
ure were read by the Rev. F. H. Levering 
and prayer offered by the Rev. S. E. 


furnish medical aid to’ Zenana women who 
cannot, as arule, get it in any other way. 
He also gave a brief history of the steps lead- 
ing up to the building of the hospital. 

Mr. Meyer, the Collector of the District 
of Nellore, made an address of presentation, 
concluding as follows : 

now, ladies and gentlemen, speak- 
ing for myself, 1 must remind you of the 
great benefits the American Baptist Mission 
and its local agents, Dr. and Mrs., Downie, 


Rev. David 


Burgess, Chaplain of Nellore. 
Downie, D.D., then made an address stat- 
ing that the hospital owes its existence to the 
Woman’s Baptist Foreign Missionary Society 
of Boston, and that the Board had a three- 
fold object in view in entering this branch of 


(1) A hospital for women 
(2) A training institution 
(3) To 


missionary work. 
and children. 
for native mid-wives and nurses. 


Dr. Clough, and the band of devoted men 
and women they have gathered around 
them, have conferred on this district. 
not now concerned with the religious work 
of the mission. That is a topic that would 
be out of place in an assemblage like this, 
where I see happily gathered together repre- 
sentatives of various creeds, and diverse 
modes of thought. But there is a verse of 


Iam 
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our Christian Scriptures that is appropriate 
on this occasion, * By their fruits ye shall 
know them.’ When we see these American 
ladies and gentlemen coming thousands of 
miles from their homes to labor among an 
alien people ; settling down, some of them, 
in remote towns and villages where they can 
rarely hope to see another member of their 
own race, devoting themselves to the spread 
of instruction among the poor, to the eleva- 


A Good Association 


tion of a class hitherto regarded as almost 
outside the pale of civilization, and estab- 
lishing such hospitals as this which Mrs. 
Grose is about to open, then I think we may 
safely say that these American missionaries 
are doing good both to God and man.” 

The Hon. Mrs. James Grose, of Madras, 
formerly of Nellore, then formally opened the 
hospital, and handed the key to Dr. Ida 
Faye Levering, the physician in charge. 


A GOOD ASSOCIATION 


REV. A. 


BUNKER, 


I HAVE just returned from attendance on 

the Northern Bghai Association and a 
tour among the churches. I took the trip 
with fear and trembling, but by great care 
and slow travelling I have returned quite as 
well as when I left Toungoo, and have been 
able to do a great deal of very necessary 
work, while Mr. Heptonstall has been at 
work in the south and among the Brecs. 
The meetings of this Association were 
among the best I ever attended in Toungoo, 
and among the most encouraging. A spirit 
of enthusiasm pervaded the meetings such 
as I have seldom seen. The Association 
was entertained for two days, at an expense 
of nearly three hundred rupees, by a church 
in a village where seven years ago there 
was only the densest ignorance, superstition, 
and heathenism. The church now numbers 
more than sixty members, and a happier body 
of Christians I have never seen in Burma. 
The heathen from outlying villages were 
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present in numbers, and seemed greatly 
impressed, and already there are many more 
applicants for teachers than we can supply. 
Mr. Heptonstall is visiting them now to do 
what he can forthem. We have now visited, 
or shall have visited, nearly the whole field 
occupied by the mission when Mr. Hepton- 
stall returns, if he is able to carry out his 
present plans. The statistics of the two 
Associations are not yet made up, but there 
are two hundred baptisms reported, —a 
large increase from among the heathen. 
This makes four hundred and twenty-five 
baptisms on this field the last two years. 
The contributions remain about the same, 
but a movement has been begun among the 
leading men of the mission looking to a 
relief of the school debt. The Myoke, or 
local governor of the Karen hills, heads the 
movement. I cannot tell yet how successful 


will be. 
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ye speaking of the native Christians 
I am often asked ‘* What are they 
like?” «* Are they real?” «* Do they stand?” 


Do they become Christians 


Christ from some ulterior motive, or for 
some earthly advantage?” I may 
say, these people who desire to become 


Christians have no offer of earthly gain 
afforded to them ; on the contrary, to become 
a Christian in China means temporal loss, 
for no one is admitted to our Church mem- 
bership unless he is willing to forego Sunday 
labor. This means giving up a seventh of 
his income right away, and more than that, 
for if he worked on Sunday his food would 
be provided in addition to his daily wage, 
which he has now himself to provide. He 
has to endure persecution sometimes of the 
bitterest nature, and often has to sacrifice 
his dearest friends, his nearest relatives, and 
his worldly possessions. 

Liu-ba-ko was my servant, and at the time 
of the Ch’eng-ku riot in 1892 he was pulled 
out by the angry mob into the street, was 
thrown down, kicked, bruised, his cue torn 
out by the roots, and was left for dead-on the 
roadway. When afterwards I expressed a 
word of sympathy with him, and told him 
how sorry I was for this persecution, his 
battered face was lit up with a holy joy, as 
he said, ‘* Pastor, the Lord Jesus suffered 
and died on the cross for me, and this little 
suffering for Him is too trivial to count.” 

Chang-muh-tsiang is a carpenter, and was 
one of our earliest converts. An opium 
smoker for twenty-seven years, a moral and 
physica! wreck, he entered the preaching 
hall, and listened to the precious Gospel story 
from the lips of Mr. Pearse. He had tried 
hard to break himself of the terrible opium 
habit, but all his efforts were futile, so he was 
specially interested to hear the missionary tell 
the congregation assembled that Christ was 
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a Savior not only from the guilt and punish- 
ment of sin, but also from the power of it. 
This man became an earnest enquirer, and 
after a hard struggle he was able to accept 
Christ as his Savior and to break the band 
which bound him. So humble and loving 
in nature, he was spoken of as ‘+ Ioh-han” 
(John), because he reminded us so much of 
the beloved disciple. Saved himself he 
longed for the salvation of others, and it was 
interesting to see him, after any service, at 
the door, with his fingers in the buttonhole of 
some stranger, and with an earnest, pleading 
countenance, trying to interest his hearer in 
the precious Savior whom he had found. 
Ignorant at first, he gave himself very 
earnestly to the learning of the Chinese char- 
acter, and was soon able to read much of the 
New Testament and hymn-book. 

A little later in the history of this work, 
when it seemed specially desirable to send 
some one to the neighboring 
city Si-hsiang-hsien, two days’ 
journey distant, to preach the 
Gospel to many who had _ become interested, 
we gathered our little band of Christians to- 
gether, told them of these people who had 
listened to the Word gladly, and asked if 
they could not raise sufficient money and 
send one of their own number to carry on 
this hopeful work. It takes about five thou- 
sand members in America to send forth one 
missionary, and it seemed no small thing to 
ask this little church of seventy members so 
recently gathered out of heathendom to send 
out and support their own missionary. We 
were not disappointed, however, for after 
much earnest prayer they decided to send 
Chang-muh-tsiang to Si-hsiang-hsien, and 
support him by their united contributions. 
Mr. Chang continued this work for three 
months, with occasional visits from my 
brother and sell. 


Sending a 
Missionary 


From the first the Lord’s 
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richest blessing rested upon his efforts, and 
an interested company of enquirers was 
gathered together. He returned to Ch’eng- 
ku at the end of three montis, as desired by 
the Church, and gave report concerning the 
work. 

Even now I seem to see his tall, wan figure 
upon the platform of our lite chapel, and 


‘his earnest, searching glance, as in his 


unique way he commenced, ** Brethren, how 
long have I been in Si-hsiang-hsien? ” 
‘* Three months ” was the reply which came 
from several of the listeners. ‘+ No,” he 
said, ‘+1 have been there eighteen months ;” 
and as we wondered how he would make his 
statement good, he told us how that a year 
and a half before, in his little cottage yonder, 
the burden of this heathen city was laid 
upon his heart, and unknown to anybody he 
there and then dedicated himself to God for 
this special work. Said he, ** This cover- 
ing (meaning the body) truly has only been 
there three months, but my heart has been 
there eighteen months.” The next Sunday 
we had an ordination service, and he was 
appointed an evangelist for the Si-hsiang 
district. There he continues to-day, and 
largely as result of his faithful labors a 
church of about fifty members has been 
formed. 

I left this station early in 1894, 
for the purpose of completing my 
medical studies in America, leav- 
ing my dear brother again the only male 
missionary in charge of this growing work. 
It was a grave step to take at this juncture, 
but the desirability of further medica! quali- 
fication grew upon me daily. Although able 
to relieve a large number of the patients who 
daily visited the dispensary, yet it was ever 
my sad lot to be brought face to face with 
suffering and death, which could easily have 
been alleviated or prevented by more efficient 
equipment. I therefore made it a matter 
of earnest prayer that God would, if it 
were His will, open the way for the acquisi- 
tion of this knowledge, to be used for His 


Coming to 
America 


glory. Former experience affords me abun- 
dant evidence of the value of medical mis- 
sionary work as an evangelistic agency. | 
believe the medical missionary has an en- 
larged influence, for he is often invited to 
official residences and to the homes of the 
wealthy, to which otherwise he would not 
probably have access; and in seeking to 
relieve the sufferings of those whom he 
attends professionally he is able to remove 
prejudice and make known his message. 
To the poorer people his influence is per- 
haps still larger in the removal of prejudice 
and suspicion. While my brother and | 
were one evening walking outside the city 
wall, we heard the cry, ‘* lang-kuei-tsi ” 
(foreign devil) from two small boys, some 
distance from us. We did not pay much 
attention, as we were accustomed to such 
opprobriums as these, until we heard a man 
say to the lads, ** Don’t insult those foreign 
teachers, they are good men; when my wife 
was dying they came and saved her, and 
she is well to-day.” 

Another advantage of this work is that it 
brings people from remote and_ sparsely 
populated districts. On one of my journeys 
I called at a house which stood absolutely 
alone among the mountains. Asking the 
man who lived there if he knew: anything 
about «the holy religion of Jesus,” he 
showed me a Christian book which he had 
purchased at our dispensary, and inside of 
which was attached his prescription paper. 
I believe this is an illustration of hundreds 
of lonely homes, into which the preached 
and printed message has thus gained access. 

Further, this work brings the missionary 
into contact with the aged and the dying, 
who, humanly speaking, could not otherwise 
be brought under the influence of the Gospel. 
I have in mind many such, who seemed 
peculiarly prepared by the Holy Spirit for 
the reception of Gospel truth, and though 
they will never be numbered in missionary 
statistics I feel suré their names are written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


INE MEETINGS’ were held in Rama- 

patam at the beginning of the new year. 
Brother Ferguson and I agreed that we 
should begin the new year’s work with a se- 
ries of evangelistic and consecration meet- 
ings, so after the students had returned from 
their Christmas vacation, we waited upon 
the Lord for his blessing, and an outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon ourselves and the 
Seminary. We were not disappointed. The 
meetings have done us personally much good. 
and | firmly believe that many of the stu- 
dents were raised to a higher spiritual level. 
Some of the confessions which we are ac- 
customed to hear on such occasions were 
again heard, but I have reason to believe 
that the cause of purity and righteousness 
and holiness received a new impetus at that 
time. Unobserved by them, I have been 
watching several bands of students going up 
to the chapel every day after recitations were 
over to supplement their day’s work by com- 
munion and fellowship with God. I do not 
know for what special blessing they are pray- 
ing, for I do not intrude, but I rejoice over 
the spirit of the boys, and I am sure there is 
rejoicing in heaven. 

Firtp Work is, and will ever be, a joy 
tome. Thus far, I have been able only to 
visit those places where small churches have 
been established, 7.e., Badipudy, Gudlur, 
Tetta, and Sanempudi. A little account of 
my visit to the latter place will give you a 
fair idea of the work we have to do on such 
occasions. 

The tent is sent away on Friday to be 
pitched and ready for occupation on Satur- 
day, after the work in the Seminary is over. 
My two boys, aged six and five years re- 
spectively, accompany me, because the joy 


and privilege of their companionship is to a 
large degree denied me during the steady 
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routine of the week’s work, and they help 
me to draw a crowd. The women are 
always attracted by them, and are thus 
gained as hearers. The other half of our 
little family, z.e., wife and little daughters, 
remain at the station, where my wife meets 
with the young people for prayer and song- 
service. The distance to Sanempudi is fif- 
teen miles, partly over a good and partly © 
over a sandy road, and through a river. A 
number of Christians meet us at the high 
road, and conduct us with much apparent 
joy to this village. The coming of their 
missionary will give them not only an oppor- 
tunity of hearing God’s word and of cele- 
brating the Lord’s Supper, but of receiving 
advice and encouragement in their many 
perplexing experiences. We are too weary 
from the fifteen miles of jolting in a country 
cart to begin services that same evening. 
We try to gather strength for the coming 
day’s work in refreshing sleep, but, as is so 
often the case in such places, mosquitoes, 
dogs, pigs, and heat drive sleep away, and it 
is with body and mind unrefreshed that the 
day’s work is begun. Soon after rising the 
tent is besieged with visitors, and by seven 
o'clock the first service of the day is begun. 

In this case at Sanempudi, there is a little 
chapel to be dedicated, and as it is largely the 
work of the people, and constructed largely 
at their own expense, they are very proud 
and jubilant, and each person seems to have 
a sort of proprietorship in the neat Iittle 
palm-decorated building. A little temporary 
veranda was constructed for the accommoda- 
tion of the heathen, who turned out in large 
numbers to the service. My text was, ‘1 
am the way, the truth, and the life,” and a 
more eager and appreciative audience can 
hardly be imagined. Then followed the col- 
lection, which was something new in this 
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The Pastor and Missions 


First fruits of the harvest were 
brought, and one man brought a large 
quantity of cooked rice for the children who 
were present. The Lord’s Supper was cele- 
brated, and a number of candidates exam- 
ined for baptism, after which the increasing 
heat compelled us to return to the tent. 

At two o'clock the village officials and a 
very large number of Sudras and Brahmans 
came to my tent, and we had another meeting 
under the trees. A number of Christian 
hymns were played by my servant on the 
violin, to the singing of our Seminary 
students, who by this time had come to the 
place in good force. Our theoretical work 
in the Seminary is thus supplemented by 
practical and pastoral experiences, by which 
the students and Christians are much bene- 
fited. We preached another sermon, this 
time from the text, «‘ Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” A number of questions were 


place. 


THE PASTOR 


WE put it above every other t! ing that 

the pastor shall be himself mission- 
ary at heart and in life. Even a pastor, 
God’s appointed leader of the people, may 
in a pérfunctory way preach on ‘* The 
Commission” and take annual collec- 
tion.” He may in half-heartedness tell his 
people that they owe something to the 
Boards or to the brethren on the foreign 
field, or to a lost race; but that does not 
win. When a man’s very being is on fire 
with a doctrine others catch the , feeling, 
but when he presents it in an insipid man- 
ner, his words fall cold. The pastor ought 
to be a living, breathing, burning sermon 
all the time on this great subject. He need 
not tell the people, either, how much he is 
in earnest. They will find it out. Oh, pas- 
tor, look and see whether you really mean 
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asked the heathen, which convinced me that 
the right subject had been touched upon, and 
that these poor people bear burdens which 
Hinduism cannot remove. 

This large congregation were then my 
witnesses as I descended with six persons 
into the river, to bury them in the likeness 
of Christ’s death and resurrection. The 
ceremony made a profound impression. After 
this, there was another communion service in 
my tent, in which the newly baptized and 
late arrivals from the surrounding villages 
participated. Another visit was hastily made 
to the Christian pallem, a conversation con- 
ducted with the Brahim Kurnam (accoun- 
tant) and the village munsiff (judge) in the 
presence of a large audience, a few courte- 
sies exchanged, a number of requests heard, 
counsel administered to the Christians, and 
as the sun was sinking in the west we went 
on our homeward journey, accompanied by a 
large number of our brethren. 


AND MISSIONS 


it when you preach missions! See whether 
there is spiritual power in the sermon, as 
there would be, surely, if you were in earn- 
est. See whether it is a delight, or simply 
a duty, to try to lead your people into this 
blessed service. If not, then sit more at 
the feet of the Teacher, and spend more 
time in communing with the God of Mis- 
sions, and come forth so burdened with the 
message that your very frame will tremble 
under its weight, so surcharged that you will 
electrify your people. It needs hardly to be 
added that this kind of earnestness will 


always tell in the pastor’s leading his people 
in giving — not necessarily in giving more 
than any other, though this is often the case, 
but in setting them the examplo of regular, 
systematic giving. — Zhe /oreign Mission 
Journal. 


NEW OPENINGS IN WEST CHINA 
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(none prospects of our work here and sur- 

rounding districts were never brighter. 
God seems working in the hearts of the 
people and creating an interest in the gospel. 
Last year during the riots in Szchuan, the 
boat with our Yachau friends was attacked 
by amob at a market town about twenty 
miles below Suifu. The people have always 
been more or less opposed to us there, but 
since last year things seem to have under- 
gone a change, and the people seem getting 
more friendly. We had news a few days 
ago of quite a number of men from there 
who desire to understand more of the gospel. 
About ten names have been handed in, and 
we are now visiting them, and trying to help 
them toa clearer knowledge of the gospel. 
We purpose sending one of our church mem- 
bers there every Lord’s day. who will conduct 
service and instruct the inquirers. | We have 
suggested to these men to find some place 
where they can meet together, and we shall 
find them a leader. Mr. Salquist and myself 
will of course pay occasional visits, and thus 
try to develop and extend the work. Our 
object is to make this work independent, 
and carried on by the natives as far as prac- 
ticable. Such work I hope will not be 
chargeable to the Home Board and not add 
to its burdens. 


Work breaking out in this city where we 


least expected it gives so much encourage- 
ment, and we hope and pray thata real 
work for God may spring up there, and 
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many be turned trom darkness to light. 


‘We also propose opening another city, about 


twenty miles more below the above place. 
One of our most promising members comes 
from there, and several residents have heard 
the gospel, and favorable impressions been 
made from time to time by our colporters 
and ourselves going. there. The time has 
come for us to advance, I think, and much 
will be lost should we hold back now. It is 
best to strike the iron while it is hot. 

Just as I write this the literary examina- 
tions for degree of B.A. are being held in 
the city, many thousands of students hav- 
ing gathered from the whole prefecture. Up 
to this present everything is perfectly quiet. 
Never during my experience of seven years 
in Suifu have I seen the students so attentive 
to the preaching of the gospel. Our street 
chapels are filled daily with as respectable 
and attentive company as could be desired. 
This is very encouraging to us, and gives us 
good hope for the future. I am trying to 
take advantage of this opportunity, and in- 
terest some of the //erati in the gospel, and 
for this purpose have offered prizes for the 
best five essays on the tenets of Christianity. 
I put a gospel and one other book into the 
hands of each, and ask them to digest the 
contents, and then give me the result on 
paper. I trust by this means to bring defi- 
nitely before their minds the great truths and 
fundamental principles of the gospel, and 
thus lead some to Christ. 
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SHALL NEVER THIRST 


J. HUDSON TAYLOR 


|" may seem a very simple thing to say, 

but it has been a great revelation to me 
that shall means s#ad/, and never means 
never, and thirst means ¢Azrst. It carries 
me back to an afternoon in a Chinese city, 
where alone I was reading this chapter, oh, 
so hungry, so disappointed with my own life, 
my own service, wishing I could throw it all 
up, feeling it was hardly honest of me to go 
on preaching Christ to these poor heathen, 
while I felt myself not fully saved, while I 
knew that, if temptation came in certain 
directions, 1 should inevitably fall. How 
could I go on telling the Chinese that Christ 
was a perfect Savior and could help them 
at all times, when I knew that there was 
scarcely a day when I was not betrayed into 
irritability of temper, or in some other ways 
that my heart told me were displeasing to 
God? I knew a good many flood tides, but 
the ebb tides came too, and the ebb was 
often greater than the flood. That day the 
Holy Spirit showed me ina fresh light that 
shall mean ‘shall,’ and never means 
‘*never” and thirst means ‘ thirst”; and 
went on to say further, not only «shall never 
thirst,” but «+ the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him, — shall abide in him, * be 
én him, a well,” a spring, springing up, over- 
flowing. How long? 
life.” 

I just accepted the Master’s word, and 
with a joy that I can never, never tell (and 
that I never think of without gratitude as I 
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IN A RECENT ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 


go back to that time in my study in China 
in the winter of 68, or the early days of “69, 
I sprang from my chair. Oh, how | did 
praise God! 

‘Praise the Lord, my thirsty days are all 
over! They are behind! They will never 
come again!” I cried aloud in my joy. I 
accepted His word that «+ shall never thirst,” 
meant shall never thirst, and 1 did not ex- 
pect to be thirsty again. 

‘¢ Praise the Lord!” I said, «* there will be 
no more going over the flower-beds with an 
empty water-can. No more pumping! no 
more pumping!” And I do praise God that 
the experience I have had since has not dis- 
appointed me. He keeps His word. ‘ Shall 
never thirst” means what it says to-day; 
and‘twenty thousand years hence it will be 
as true. And I want you all to take it home 
to you and go wherever the Lord sends you. 
It does not matter where it is, ** shall never 
thirst” means ‘shall never thirst.” The 
woman came to the well with a pot for water, 
she went away with a well in her bosom, and 
it overflowed all over the city. That is just 
what the Lord wants us everywhere to be. 
Nothing is so easy, nothing so mighty as an 
overflow. No one can dam a river. 

**Out of him that believeth on Me shal! 
flow rivers of living water” ; not mere brooks, 
not a river even, but rivers of living water. 
Brethren, get this overflow, and then seek 
the dry and arid parts of earth and there let 
the rivers out! — Regions Leyona. 


FOR BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE 


REV. 
SOMEWHAT tragic and very interest- 
ing incident recently occurred in my 
village, and as it plainly shows up the real 
superstition, not among the lower classes, 
but among the enlightened English-speaking 
Hindus holding official positions under 
government, it may be of interest to readers 
at home, where so much has been said and 
read of Jate about the high state of enlighten- 
ment among the classes out here. 
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about to be worshipped, when the sub-magis- 
trate happened to think that he would like 
to have his revolver worshipped also, and 
sent for it. On the arrival of the revolver 
from the sub-magistrate’s house, the new 
horse of the Inspector of Police was being 
examined, and it was concluded to worship 
the horse first and afterwards the revolver. 
The revolver was in the hand of the sub- 
magistrate, when, all of a sudden, it was 
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I will give an account of the facts of the 
case as they came out in the examination 
made by the Assistant-Superintendent of 
Police. 


It was festal season, and our sub-magis- 
trate, a resident of the village, was at the 


house of the Inspector of Police. These 
men are both caste men, —the former a 
Brahman, and the latter a Sudra, and both 
are educated and know English. 

According to the custom of the season 
preparation was being made for the worship 
of weapons. The inspector’s revolver was 


discharged, piercing one man in the chest 
and catching another in the arm. This gave 
the assembled company other things to think 
about, and the revolver forfeited the worship 
which, of course, it ought not to have 
expected after such bad behavior. 

The sub-magistrate is the highest officer 
under government in all my territory, and 
had any of the people done what he did they 
would be responsible to him. 

It is true that the educated Hindus con- 
tinue such nonsense as this, however much 
may be claimed to the contrary. 


| 


o ee Nineteenth Century of the Christian 

Era will close and the Twentieth Cen- 
tury begin somewhere between Christmas 
of this year (1896), and February to April 
of next year (1897). This has been estab- 
lished by the investigations calcula- 
tions of the best scholarship; so that it may 
be said to be universally acknowledged that 
Christ was not born on Christmas in the 
year 754 after the founding of Rome — as 
Dionysius mistakenly put it in making up 
our common chronology, and as the Roman 
church indorsed it — but in the year 750 
or 749, the latter being far the more prob- 
able, and toward the spring-time the more 
probable date. This conclusion rests espe- 
cially upon the indisputable fact that Herod 
the Great, in whose reign the birth of Christ 
took place, died in the fourth year before 
the commencement of our Era, or in the 


Y DEAR BRETHREN: Letter-writ- 

ing is probably to you a great burden at 
times. Your work is always ahead of you; 
you never can catch up with it. It is cer- 
tainly not to be expected of you that you 
shall, in addition to all that you are doing, 
add yet this —that you shall help to raise 
money for your work. We at home have 
assuredly no right to expect you to write 
letters to the donors of ‘* specific gifts” for 
native preachers and the like. Neverthe- 
less, you can do a great deal of good, if, say 
once in five or six months, you could write 
directly to the the donors or through your 
Secretaries a bit of encouragement to the 
givers. Some of these are quite new to the 


work: they do not know of your burdens, 
and they give in rather an ignorant fashion. 
They do need enlightenment. 
give it? 


Could you not 
Some of them give with great sac- 


THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


TO THE MISSIONARIES ON THE FIELD 


year 4 B.C., according to the proper reckon- 
ing. That will be nineteen hundred years 
ago next Easter. The Nineteen-Hundredth 
Anniversary of Christ’s birth is not, there- 
fore, several years off, but just upon us — 
not farther away than the close of the present 
year or the opening months of 1897. 

The simple fact that we are just to cross 
the threshold of the Twentieth Century 
ought to be enough to rouse all Christen- 
dom to the duty of a final rally of the Nine- 
teenth Century with a view to final victory 
for the Gospel in the opening years of the 
Twentieth Century. Brethren, does not 
Christ call us all just now by His Word and 
by the signs of the times, to codperate in 
inaugurating a movement all along the line 
for the immediate evangelization of the 
world? — The Homiletic Review. 


rifice — indeed, that is generally the case with 
the «* specifics.” Could you not cheer them 
up a little by letting them know some of the 
good their money is doing? It will always 
help these to become habitual and not spas- 
modic givers. Many ask you for letters, 
and even, perhaps, for photographs of the 
native missionary they are supporting. Can 
you not at least for these do something to 
gratify them? Yet others never ask it of 
you, but I know that they will rejoice at 
hearing from you. Could you not make the 
sacrifice of say a couple of hours once each 
six months to straightening up this matter 
of letter-writing to special donors? I ask it 
not as a matter of right, but of love and 
kindness, — as a work of supererogation, if 
you please. 
Faithfully yours, 


ONE OF THE DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 


MISSION COMPOUND, NURSARAVAPETTA, 


INDIA. 


(A Typical Mission Compound in Teluguland,) 


Rev. J. Heinrichs 
RAMAPATAM, Jan. 19, 1597 


The Theological Seminary. Now we 
are hard at work again. Nearly all the old 
students are back, and two new ones from 
Podili have entered this term. The results of 
the written examination in December were 
excellent, and evince remarkable progress. 
The spiritual and moral improvements are 
also very noticeable. From the missionaries 
and other friends who have visited us we 
have heard nothing but what has cheered 
and encouraged our hearts. At present we 
are in the midst of a series of protracted 
consecration meetings with which we have 
We had 
yesterday, when I 
presented the subject of the Christ-life. 
Last Sunday I had the privilege of baptizing 
two promising lads from our Ongole High 


determined to open the new year. 


a remarkable meeting 


School, the sons of one of our Bible women, 
and the grandson of the late Krishnalamah, 
ot Nellore. Five altogether were received 
into the church last Sunday, and thus the 
I think I have 
already written that the prospects for the 


and 


year opens very promisingly. 


new term school year, which opens 
next July, are brighter than ever. All in all, 
the outlook is exceedingly hopeful in every 
department of our work, for which we would 


ask you to join us in praising the Lord. 


Rev. J. Dussman 
GURZALLA, Oct. 1g, 1Sg6 

The Outlook is Good. —In some places 
my heart rejoiced; in others I felt grieved 
and sad at the sorry state of our people. 
This was especially true with respect to our 
Mala Christians. We have such  vil- 
lages, but both are indifferent, and their caste 
distinction is more tothem than their relig- 
ion. 


two 


In both of these villages I remained 
several days and held meetings, and also had 
communion service, but not one Mala Chris- 
tian came, as they would not partake of 
communion with our other Christians, who 
are Madigas. 

One of these villages is the home of four 
ot our workers, and I learned that they taught 
the Malas not tocommune with the Madigas. 
I dismissed them at once for one year, and 
then if they do not show a different spirit 
will The Chris- 
tians I reproved as best I could, and trust I 
These 


things are very painful to us, but [am glad 


not admit them again. 


shall not be forced to exclude them. 


there are other villages whose record is a 
great deal better, and through these we’ can 
take fresh courage and go on. 

Baptisms. — Since my last letter I have 
had the privilege of baptizing forty-six at 
different times. In the preachers also a tew 


As stated above, tour 


changes were made. 
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are under discipline, but I engaged two new 
men. One came from Kavali, and has charge 
of the whoue field, as I could not go out very 
much. He is a young man of promise, and 
I have great hopes of him, ‘The other is an 
ordained preacher from Mr. Powell’s field. I 
placed him in the western part of the field. 
We have no Christians there, but the Luther- 
ans have been working there for a year past. 
Still, there is room for us. 

Our Greatest Need is an increase of spir- 
itual power in our preachers and _ helpers. 
Most of them are old men with little educa- 
tion and lack of contact with missionaries, so 
that they are more or less apathetic and in- 
different. Another need is better teachers, 
and more ot them, and a higher standard of 
education. Really, I have none who have 
passed the Government requirements. These 
teachers act also as preachers, and I hope the 
time will come very soon when I can supply 
every village with a good teacher. We need 


a boarding school to train teachers, and a 
house of worship here is a great necessity. 
To this end we turn over all our collections. 
We have started a chapel fund, and hope to 
have sufficient money to lay foundations by 


the time we secure a suitable place. 

Sabbath Service. — Sunday evening ser- 
vices and weekly prayer meetings are well 
sustained in this village. We praise God for 
what we have been enabled to accomplish 
thus far, and trust the day is not far distant 
when there will be a more spiritual atmos- 
phere among our Christians throughout this 
entire field. 

Rev. J. McLaurin, D.D. 
BANGALORE, Jan. 12, 1897 


The Best Conference ever held by the 
Baptists in the Telugu country has just been 
held. This was the unanimous verdict. Self- 
support has come to stay. <A large part of 
the time was devoted to it and kindred topics. 
Self-support cannot stand alone, — there 
must be church organization and _ self-gov- 
ernment. These people are not going to 
support themselves while under the tutelage 
of others. It was cheering to hear the verbal 
reports of much work done on several fields 
in this direction. Messrs. Brock, W. E. 
Boggs, Boggess, Powell, Martin for Ongole, 
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Friesen, and others were much encouraged. 
Some of the native brethren asked for a 
Telugu translation of the papers of Messrs. 
Manley and Downie. I think we may be 
able to grant their request. Mr. Boggess is 
a radical on this point, and the outcome ot 
his course will be watched with eager inter- 
est. I have never known a time in the 
history of this mission when there was such 
a feeling of unity and brotherliness, or when 
there was a brighter outlook for the best in- 
terests of the mission. God has been very 
gracious to us. The famine which has vis- 
ited north-west India has passed us by. There 
is some distress in one or two districts of the 
Madras presidency, but except may be at 
Palmur, none on our field... None of our 
number has been called away, though some 
have left for America. 


Rev. J. Newcomb 
CumBuM, March 3, 1897 

The Work is in a prosperous condition. 
On a recent tour of twenty-four days we had 
two hundred and thirty-four baptisms, and 
the Christians were revived everywhere. Be- 
sides these baptisms more than one hundred 
others believed and were placed under instruc- 
tion and will be baptized soon. These new 
believers (the one hundred) are supporting 
their teacher; that is, they are giving him 
his food. He was here yesterday and re- 
ported that they are attending meeting every 
evening and are showing good signs of the 
new birth. He teaches them hymns, the ten 
commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer, and 
also teaches them to discontinue all their 
heathen customs, practices, and superstitions. 
These are some of the grave clothes that 
have to be taken off, even after they have 
faith in Christ. 

On the Tour. — There were many inci- 
dents of real interest, one of which I must 
mention here. In one large camping-ground 
in a large grove, where we baptized one hun- 
dred and thirty, a deafmute, a young man, 
came for baptism with the other candidates, 
but as he could not read nor speak nor hear, 
we found it difficult to examine him, so I 
took a stone about twice the size of a man’s 
hand, such as they use for gods here in some 
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of the smaller temples, and I set it up against 


the tree and put my hands together, and 


bowed to it as though I wanted to worship 
it. As soon as the mute saw this he showed 
his displeasure by looking very displeased. 
I then threw the stone away and looked up to 
Ileaven in the attitude of prayer, and when 
he saw this he leaped for joy, pointing his 
We were then satisfied, 
and baptized him. I find touring the most 
enjoyable work I have to do. Christ at the 
well was so overjoyed at the conversion of a 
soul that he could not eat, though tired and 
hungry just before. 

Our Boarding School has reopened with 
the new departure of a Lower Secondary 
School. There are about one hundred and 
fifty children in attendance. At the sugges- 
tion of Mrs. Safford, Secretary of the Wom- 
an’s Society, we have collected fees from all 
new boarders, but only two annas per month 


hands heavenward. 


each to commence with, during this time of 
famine. 

The Poor People in the southern part of 
the field are beginning to be in real distress, 
some of them in a state of semi-starvation, 
but being so used to poverty they do not re- 
alize their true condition. Many of their 
wells have dried up so that they have great 
difficulty in getting drinking water, which 
they so much need during the heat and the 
dust of the hot season. But though the 
poorest of the poor, they may eat of the bread 
of heaven and drink of the waters of eternal 
life. 


Rev. A. Friesen 
NALGONDA, March 2, 1897 


The New Year has opened with great en- 
couragement in the Lord’s work. On Sun- 
day, January 31, seven candidates appeared 
for baptism. Mr. Wilson, being called to 
the ministry by the Nalgonda Baptist 
Church, was ordained on the 15th of Feb- 
ruary.: He was examined by a council con- 
sisting of delegates representing six churches 
of the four mission stations in the Deccan. 
Between the 21st of February and to-day we 
have again had three baptisms, receiving 
eighteen members into the church by the 
ordinance. 
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Rev. W. 8. Davis 
ALLUR, Feb. 9, 1897 

Our Monthly [Meeting is just past. We 
have had four days of it and accomplished 
not a little. The last day we had about 
two hundred and thirty-eight present, — about 
equal to our total Christian population on the 
Allur field. It was a special effort, put forth 
to obtain self-support for our Allur church. 
I believe it is about to be realized. I never 
saw the people so awake to the subject as 
now. A committee has been appointed who 
will take the matter in hand; ¢.e., find out 
what they can raise and call a pastor. The 
people say that they will double their col- 
lections and even do more for the sake of a 
pastor. It may be two or three months be- 
fore the object is realized, but I believe it will 
come, and that soon. 


BURMA 


Rev. W. H. Roberts 
BuAmo, Jan. 21, 1897 

Need of Schools, — Some who do not 
understand the importance of school work in 
this mission may think I might better have 
allowed the school work to stop rather than 
give so much of my time and strength to it. 
But we remember what it has cost to gather 
and hold these wild children, that we are the 
only ones who can and will teach them tc 
read, that the making of books and giving ot 
translations is of no use unless they are 
taught to read, that in this school are to be 
trained the teachers and preachers who must 
evangelize and educate these people, that it 
allowed to leave school for six or nine 
months they would marry and thus cut short 
their education before they are competent to 
take charge of a village school or under- 
stand sufficient of the scriptures to become 
preachers. Our greatest need now is ed- 
ucated teachers and preachers to teach the 
people the Word of Life and the children how 
to read. 

Rev. W. W. Cochrane and Dr. Kirkpatrick 
are pressing me now to send them a youth 
to go with one of their Karens into a Kachin 
village, teach the Karens how to read 
Kachin, and start a village school. I have 


Letters. 


more calls for such lads than we have for our 
own Christian villages. But this opening 
seems so promising I have agreed to send 
them cne of the best boys, during March, 
April, and May. I cannot and shall not 
allow this training work to stop if I have to 
give up all outside work. 
Saturdays 
Bhamo. 

Last month I was privileged to baptize 
three Kachins and one Burman (from Dr. 
Griggs’ school). There is a good feeling 
among the villagers, and the children are 
much interested in their Bible studies. Three 
have asked for baptism. 


I can only go on 
and Sundays to villages near 


Rev. H. Morrow 
Tavoy, Jan. 16, 1897. 

Giving out of deep poverty. — Yesterday 
the school was under discussion for nearly 
four hours, when the following resolutions 
were passed : 

“ Resolved, 1. That the town school is 
the principal agent in carying on the Lord’s 
work in Tavoy and Mergui Districts. 

‘*2, That in order to the evangelization of 
this field the school must go on and increase 
in efficiency from year to year. 

“3. That we the pastors and delegates here 
assembled agree and engage that the churches 
shall provide for the school to the utmost of 
their ability, and that we shall even deny 
ourselves food and clothing rather than it be 
hampered in its work.” ; 

The young pastor who introduced these 
resolutions told us that he and his wife had 
acquired the habit of drinking a cup of tea 
once in a while, but for three months had 
given it up in order to save a little for the 
Lord’s work. Every teacher in the school 
has given a month’s wages besides the weekly 
and monthly giving, and one, a young 
man to whom we pay Rupees 18 per month 
has given Rupees 30. <A young girl, a mem- 
ber of the Burmese church in Tavoy, who 
works at service to help support her invalid 
father and very poor mother, sent me Rupees 
§ saying, ‘* During the year God has enabled 
me to pay a debt of Rupees 60 on my mother’s 
house and I want to give this as a thank- 
offering.” One heathen Burman 


gave 
Rupees 10, another Rupees 2. 


me 
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ASSAM 
Mrs. M. M. Clark 
MOLUNG, Feb. 24, 1897 

Just a word to tell you our hearts are 
greatly rejoiced, as not infrequently now-a- 
days we listen to our young Naga pastor 
Kilep conducting the Sunday morning ser- 
vices ; indeed, he preaches very well — shows a 
considerable thought. . The congregations are 
good, people attentive; others of the recent 
converts lead the prayer meetings. We have 
been out touring with some of these young 
evangelists, and they did good service for the 
Master. Not alone in the greater assemblies, 
in street preaching, and personal conversa- 
tion, but in the quiet evening hour from 
some rude bamboo hut might be heard the 
voice of prayer and songs of praise from 
these. To Him be all the glory; our hearts 
are filled with thanksgiving. 

Some villages visited seem still utterly in 
the region and shadow of death; no light has 
sprung up; heathenish darkness and ignor- 
ance reign supreme; they would not have 
Ilim to rule over them. In others we 
think we discern the dawn of the Sun of 
Righteousness, and souls are in the dim light 
feeling after Him. We found praying ones, 
trusting ones, believing ones, and in that 
day when the books shall be opened we do 
believe there will be found written therein 
names of these brave mountain warriors of 
whom we know not now. 


AFRICA 
Rev. C. H. Harvey 


MATADI, Dec. 26, 1896. 

The work at Palabala is now very encour- 
aging. J propose to baptize a number of 
those professing who have been tested and 
are evidently living Christian lives. There 
are some, I am glad to say, whom I examined 
a week ago of whose conversion I have no 
doubt. These, to the number of seventeen, 
I will baptize shortly (D. V.), and having’ 
formed, or re-formed, a church with them I 
shall, through them, examine the others re- 
questing baptism, some forty or fifty more. 
There has been much persecution at Palabala, 
and some of these seventeen men and women 
have suffered much for Christ’s sake. I fully 
believe that the tide has turned and that 
the time to favor Zion at Palabala has come. 


ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


THe MEETING OF MaARcH 15, 1897. ELEVEN MEMBERS PRESENT 


HE amount of $63.00, received for the relief of the famine sufferers in India, was appro- 

priated and ordered to be forwarded for that purpose. 

The Ilome Secretary gave a report concerning the progress in Chicago and other 
parts of the West of the mov ement for raising the debts of the Missionary Union and Ilome 
Mission Society. 

The following additional rule was adopted : 

‘* Applications from a mission for the appointment, either as missionaries or assistant 
missionaries, of men or women with whom the Executive Committee have no personal 
acquaintance must receive the endorsement of at least three-fourths of the members 
present at some Annual Conference of such mission before they can be considered by the 
Conmnittee.” 

At the request of Rev. Ola Hanson, of Bhamo, Upper Burma, Rs. 200 was appropriated 
for printing books which he has prepared in the Kachin language. 

The question of land in India, held by so-called ‘‘ Putta ” titles, was taken into considera- 
tion, and the Recording Secretary of the Committee was requested to correspond further 
regarding the matter. 


THe MEETING or MARCH 29, 1897. THIRTEEN MEMBERS PRESENT. 


The certificate of the Auditing Committee, who had examined the accounts of the Union 
to March 1, was received, accepted, and placed upon file. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a minute on the death of Rev. John N. Murdock, 
LL.D., Honorary Secretary, submitted their report, which was received and ordered inserted 
in the records of the Executive Committee, and a copy was ordered sent to the family of Dr. 
Murdock. 

The minute of sympathy from the Board of the American Baptist Publication Society 
regarding the death of Dr. Murdock was received and ordered placed upon the records of 
the Committee. 

At the request of the Woman's Society approval was given of Miss If. D. Newcomb’s 
transfer from Nursaravapetta to Nalgonda, to care for the school during the absence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Friesen, and the resignation of Miss Jennie V. Smith as a missionary was accepted. 
The following ladies were introduced by Mrs. Safford, the Secretary of the Woman’s Society, 
and after the relation of their Christian experience and call to missionary work they were 
appointed missionaries of the American Baptist Missionary Union, to be supported by the 
Woman’s Society : 

Miss Sarah R. Bustard, of Swansea, Eng., Miss Anna M.* Linker, of Philadelphia, 
Penn., Miss Annie L. Crowl, of Philadelphia, Miss Margaret M. Sutherland, of Waukan, 
Wis., and Miss Ada L. Newell, of Pawtucket, R.I. 

Permission was given for the return of Rev. W. B. Parshley of Yokohama, Japan, to the 
United States on furlough, and it was also voted that the resignation of Rev. Andrew Young, 
of the Congo Mission, be accepted, on account of the failure of his health. 

A Committee of pF mg for the Anniversary of the Missionary Union was 
appointed, consisting of Rev. Nathan E. Wood, ee Rev. George Bullen, D.D., and the 
Corresponding Secretaries of the Union. 

The Recording Secretary reported that the suit ‘of the Union in the matter of the will 
of Richard Gaines, formerly of Cheviot, Ohio, had been decided in favor of the Union. 
He also reported progress in the matter of perfecting defective titles to the property of 
the Union in Japan. 


PROGRAM FOR MONTHLY MISSIONARY MEETING 


1. Praise Service, Scripture and Prayer. (Singing 5. Mr. Newcomb’s Letter from India, p. 189. 
at the discretion of the Leader.) 3. Mr. Dussman’s Letter from India, p. 188. 
2. Extracts from ‘‘ News and Notes from Ongole,” . A Good Association in Burma, p. 178. 
p. 166. The Great Advance of Burma, p. 161. 
3. The Telugu Pentecost, p. 164. Offering, Singing and Benediction. 
4. Mr. Heinrich’s Letter from India, p. 118. 


